
Moths to look out for in October.                       
 

Autumn is upon us and the appropriately-named Autumnal 
Rustic emerges. This is a distinctively marked moth with a 
ground colour of silvery grey, sometimes with a pink tinge 
especially when newly emerged. It can be seen in rough 
grassland and heaths and comes to light. 
The young caterpillars overwinter close to the ground and 
feed at night on a variety of low-growing plants. 

 
The Feathered Thorn, like the other Thorns can be first 
identified by the way it holds its wings at rest. This speies 
resting position is flat. It comes readily to light and occurs in 
any situation where there are trees or woodland. It 
overwinters as an egg laid on the foodplant and the 
caterpillars hatch in spring and eat the leaves of a wide 
variety of deciduous trees. 
 
The various Carpet moths have 

been relatively few this year but now there are a good number 
of second generation Green Carpets around. They fly at dusk 
or soon after, come to light and are seen in the lanes lit up by 
car headlights at this time of year. Their green colour fades to 
white very readily but the black blotched pattern remains 
constant. Their larvae feed on plants of the bedstraw family. 
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Not new to our garden, the first Convolvulous Hawkmoth was seen many years ago in our 
porch and verified by Bill Birkett. One other record until this year when two appeared, four 
days apart and this time sheltering in our covered yard by the potting shed. They are 
migrants with large & powerful wings that can fly across the Channel and numbers seem 
good this year. This was on the 14th September, the second on the 18th. 

I had my doubts about the first (left), a smaller size and dark 
markings but the photo passed muster on our Facebook Group 
page.  
The second (right) was much more typical. 
They are not what I would term a ‘beautiful 
moth’ ; it is their size that makes them stand 
out with a wingspan up to 120mm.  They are 
attracted to the Sweet Tobacco (Nicotiana) 
flowers and yes, I have some in the yard. 
They lay eggs on Bindweed of which I have 

plenty! But the caterpillars would not usually survive our winters. 
This may change, who knows… 
 
Jen B Middlewood, September 2019 


